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For 35 years, the month of    
October has been designated 
as a time to bring awareness of 
domestic violence on a National 
scale, acknowledge survivors, 
and hold abusers accountable. 

“This is not her problem. It’s 
OUR problem.” When we do 
nothing, when we say nothing, 
we contribute to the problem of 
domestic violence in our     
communities. Everyone knows 
someone who is being affected. 
Only, we may not know who 
specifically. So then, how can 
we help? 

What We Do At Domestic 
Abuse Services 

Here at Domestic Abuse      
Services, we work year round 
to provide education to every-
one. Our speakers’ bureau    
offers tailored seminars to all 
kinds of groups and to local 
high schools to ensure the    
information which can stop the 
abuse is known and available. 
Educational material is free for 
pick up or delivery within Cana-
da. Our Help Line is open daily 
to individuals who need to talk 
about their situation or on      
behalf of someone they love.  

The Help Line has trained     

operators who will listen, offer 
comfort, and provide specific 
resources to help make big, 
life-changing decisions. 
Whether you are ready to step 
away from the abuse, or  
simply need to talk, our       
operators are ready to listen.  

Women in first-stage shelters 
can apply to Eva’s House, our 
second-stage transition home. 
At Eva’s House, women and 
children will find a welcoming 
home where they feel safe 
and are able to heal emotion-
ally, physically and spiritually.  

How Can YOU Help? 

Wear your purple ribbon this 
month to bring awareness. 

Volunteer as a Help Line    
Operator, thrift store assistant, 
or at one of fundraisers. Your 
time means everything! 

Educate yourself on the signs 
of abuse so you can recog-
nize and help someone in 
need. (see page 2 for details) 

Donate to help support our 
many programs and services. 
Visit our website to learn 
more.  

Let everyone know you will 
not stand for violence! 
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“Revenge is surviving, getting out, and being a better person than you were, and breaking the cycle.”  
          Kristy Green, Survivor  

OCTOBER  
NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  

AWARENESS MONTH 

Save The Date! 

Mardi Gras 
 

February           2023 

Anvil Centre, New Westminster 

18   

DOMESTIC  
ABUSE SERVICES 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Society 

TO LIVE WITHOUT FEAR 
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Eva’s House Report 

It’s been over 6 months since a newly purchased 
house in Port Coquitlam opened its door to a 
family who transferred from the old house.   
Gradually other families moved in and Eva’s 
House has been busy as usual, providing shelter 
and resources to women trying to rebuild their 
lives to the best of their ability. 

Eva’s House consists of 6 independent suites: 
one 1BRM, one 3BRM, and four 2BRM. All are 
furnished and tastefully decorated. There is plen-
ty of storage room for supplies and thanks to our 
generous donors I have a lot bedding, towels, 
cleaning products, and kitchenware to store. 
Ground level units have an access to beautiful 
yards. Second floor units have balconies. There’s 
a coin operated laundry on site, a playground, 
and a secure storage room for strollers and 
bikes. 

The house is well appointed and inviting. A  
woman who moved in recently commented that 

Not everyone is aware  
they are experiencing abuse.  

This is why our educational seminars are so   im-
portant; particularly to high school aged      indi-
viduals to ensure healthy teen-relationships.  

Abuse takes many forms and creates an         
environment which leaves the victim with an 
overwhelming array of thoughts and emotions. 
They may feel lonely, depressed, or trapped 
physically or on an existential level. They may 
experience denial, anger, or guilt. They may still 
love their abuser. Many don’t know how to end 
the abuse, feel a lack of support from their family 
or friends, or worry they'll be separated from  
children or pets. Some worry they are breaking    
spiritual ordinances. 

Our seminars will help you discover the signs 
and patterns of abuse, understand why people 
choose to stay with their abusers, and how to 
help individuals in a safe and strategic manner. 
You can further divulge into a comprehension of 
laws and resources which assist victims and their 
children as well as understand Canon law as it 
pertains to domestic abuse. Seminars are free 
and can be booked by calling our office.  

If your safety or emotional well-being is at risk, or you are ready to break free, CALL.  

she was surprised by the high standard of the 
suite she was going to live in; she said she did 
not expect it be so nice. She was grateful for an 
opportunity to live in a safe and well maintained 
suite for a fraction of a usual cost of rent. 

Eva’s House is full. We currently house 6 
women and 9 children: 4 toddlers, 2 preschool-
ers, 1 preteen, and 2 teenagers. We also had 
two families who had stayed at EH for a short 
period of time and already moved out. Since 
March 2022, when the Society took the posses-
sion of the new house, housing and resources 
were provided to 8 families in total. 

             Agnes Drewniak 
   Operations Manager 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The new building is full and has been very well 
received by our clients.  It is in excellent shape 
or as they say "it has great bones" but with that 
being said, like any property there are many op-
portunities and requirements to ensure safety 
and enjoyment of the suites.  To that end we 
have been able to leverage the generous dona-
tions from a variety of benefactors to do such 
projects as; 

 replacement of two aged out dishwashers 

 upgrades to plumbing fixtures such as      
toilets, vanities and faucets. 

 refinished a bathtub. Two more are planned 
when vacancies permit. 

 construction of a secure external lockup for 
the storage of strollers and bicycles. 

 improvements to the grounds including land-
scape remediation, the installation and repaint-
ing of our playground and repair and refinishing 
the wooden decking and sidewalk with non-slip 
coating. 

 replacement of damaged and soiled carpet-
ing on the internal stairways. 

 minor repairs and upgrades to in-suite light-



Domestic Abuse Services OLGCS             www.DomesticAbuseServices.ca                            FALL 2022 

 #201-14045 104
th

 Avenue, Surrey BC V3T 1X4          T: 604.585.6688          E: admin@domesticabuseservices.ca 

 ing. 

 draperies and window coverings in some of 
the suites. 

 remediated a flood caused by one of old 
dishwashers. 

We expect in the coming months to continue 
this type of work as required and have our 
sights set on a few larger projects which in-
clude; 

 combining two existing small storage rooms 
into one larger one for the storage of linens and 
bedding which need to be continuously replen-
ished. 

 purchase and install of 4 portable air condi-
tioning units.  In our first summer it became   
evident that it gets unbearably uncomfortable in 
the suites when we experience extended       
periods of hot weather. 

 refinish remaining bathtubs when opportuni-
ty permits 

 Repainting of 3 suites as they become      
vacant. 

 replacement of older kitchen cabinets in one 
of the suites.  These have been repainted and 
repaired over time but are on their last legs. 

With few exceptions much of this work has been 
accomplished by dedicated volunteers so the 
generous donations Swe receive go directly to 
pay for materials and in some instances profes-
sional contractors when the complexity of a pro-
ject warrants it.  The result is an amazing facili-
ty, delighted clients and a rewarding experience 
for our volunteers.  With your help it can be 
even better in 2023 and the years to come! 

  Ian McDonald   
  Eva’s House Liaison & Manager 

Walkathon ‘22 Success 
 
Happily I have been asked to reflect on our 
Walkathon of June 2022. A decade from our first 
Walkathon, we have learned a lot, changed 
some things, improved in other things, and strug-
gled with the effectiveness of the concept of 
coming together to spend the afternoon walking 
together in the park.  

This year, as in the first year, we were faced with 
a cold and wet day. Anything but conducive to 
coming together! It was cold and dreary outside 
but our hearts were warmed by those who at-
tended.  We welcomed all those who gathered, 
pledge forms in hand, and determined to walk 
with us TO KEEP THE DREAM ALIVE. 

We were also privileged this year to have our 
very loyal supporter, Brent Roberts of Royal 
LePage Realty on hand to present us with a 
cheque for $40,000; which he personally raised 
through Royal LePage’s Shelter Foundation 
Walk earlier this summer. Brent has been a long 
time supporter of our work and has for many 
years supported our walk with grab bags for all 
walkathon participants.  We continue to be grate-
ful for all his help and support and were happy to 
have him attend this event.  

Our actual attendance this year was smaller than 
in previous; but fortunately we are blessed with 
the support of many local groups from the Cath-
olic Women’s League and individual walkers 
across the lower mainland who walk in their own 
neighbourhoods, collecting valuable pledges 
which they send our way. This ‘walk-in-place’ 
program arose out of need during COVID and 
has become an ongoing option which we still en-
courage. We are grateful that it has become so 
accepted by our supporters.  

Thanks to ALL who supported our Walkathon ‘22 
in whichever format worked for you. We raised 
$13,500.00. We love that you are with us, that 
you see the good we do in the community, and 
help us Keep the Dream Alive - To Live Without 
Fear.  As long as we have your support we can 
continue the wonderful work we do.          
THANK YOU! 

  Maureen Fadum 
  Chairman of Walkathon 2022 

Domestic Abuse Services Help Line:  604.640.7549 or 1.888.833.7733 
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Domestic Abuse Services Help Line:  604.640.7549 or 1.888.833.7733 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thrifters’ Paradise 
20562 56th Avenue, Langley BC  

604.514.7001 

Monday -  Saturday 11am to 4pm 
 

Visit our new location to find  
all your Autumn and Christmas  

décor & gifts! 

SENIORS’ DAY! (55+) 
30% DISCOUNT EVERY WEDNESDAY 

 
Don’t throw it out!  

Upcycle for a great cause! 

Donations accepted during store hours.  

All proceeds support  
Domestic Abuse Services -  

Our Lady of Good Counsel Society  
to assist those affected by domestic abuse. 

 
Volunteers Welcome 

Apply to  
thrifters@domesticabuseservices.ca 

Membership Renewal  
 
Do you need to renew your membership? Please 

fill out this form and mail it to our office or visit 
our website to renew online.   

 
Membership fee is $15 per calendar year  

 
Name: ________________________________  
 
Address: ______________________________ 
 
City: __________________________________ 
 
Postal Code: ___________________________ 
 
Telephone: ____________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________ 
 
 
MasterCard    or     Visa    (please circle) 
 
Credit Card: ____________________________ 
 
Expiry Date: ___________  CVV: ___________ 
 
Signature: _____________________________ 
 
 
      I would like to make an additional donation of 

$25    $50    $75    $100   Other _______ (circle) 

 
Yes, sign me up! I agree to receive email 

communications from Domestic Abuse Services. 
I can unsubscribe at any time by emailing  

admin@domesticabuseservices.ca  
with the word ‘UNSUBSCRIBE’ in the subject line. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

more  
Charity Registration No. 889025193 RR0001 

Receipts are issued for donations of $20 or more. 

Thank You  


