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What’s New!
2020 marks a very special year for
Domestic Abuse Services. It has
been 25 years since we officially
incorporated our Society and 5
years since we opened the doors
to Thrifters’ Paradise. As we continue in full force to raise awareness about domestic abuse, provide services to support victims,
and fundraise towards the expansion of our safe-house, we hope to
also celebrate the milestones we
have overcome through the years.
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Volunteers Needed

Without our volunteers, our work
Leslie Mitchell
stands still. Our volunteers are our
soldiers and they comprise the
Maureen Carter
core of our programs, services and
fundraising efforts. They are not
easy to find and we are truly grateKathy van Dokkumburg
In 2019, we held several events ful for each one who comes out to
and with our supporters alongside support us.
us, and we had a great year.
Ian McDonald
We’re getting excitingly closer to We have a diverse array of people
our goal to provide additional safe- on our team from students to retirJody Garneau
housing to assist more women and ees and from many different culchildren who are fleeing violent tures and backgrounds. If you
homes. It’s unfortunate we need to have a skill set you think would be
Elaine Moonen
expand but the need is real. Our an asset, let us know. Or sign up
second stage transition house, for one of the following volunteer
Susanne Latta
Eva’s House, is more than just a positions by contacting our office...
house. It’s a home. It’s a refuge
Help Line Operators
from violence and a place to heal
Debra Padron
Thrifter’s Paradise Merchandisers
physical and emotional wounds. It
Administration Assistants
offers security and normalcy to
Board of Directors
Spiritual Advisor
provide balance in daily family life
so they can restore themselves There are so many ways you can Fr. Augustine Obiwamma
and move forward. We will contin- help our Society and many of our
ue to head towards this goal in volunteer positions do not require
2020 in hopes of providing more any experience as training will be Interested in joining the outstanding
team of DAS Board Members?
families the opportunity To Live provided.
Nominations
are currently being
Without Fear.
accepted for the
Some of the benefits of volunteerfollowing positions:
Stay tuned to our website and sign ing with us include:
up for email communications to
ensure you get the early scoop on
our upcoming events. We hope
you will join our cause to help victims of abuse and we thank you
for your continue support.






Building work experience
and learning new skills.
Expanding your network and
making new friends through
our community.
Being a big part in assisting
victims of domestic violence
and changing lives.
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Seven (7) Chairpersons
One (1) Executive

Email your nominations to admin@domesticabuseservices.ca or
call our office for more details.
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Event Update

Vantage Point

We had a heartwarming show of support towards
our 2019 Rhinestone’s & Angel Wings Gala
which was held at St. Matthew’s Parish in Surrey
on December 7, 2019. Due to the generous support from our donors, members and volunteers,
we had a very successful evening which benefited our victim support services including Eva’s
House and our Help Line as well as our Education and Awareness programs.

Five years ago, our St. Nicholas CWL had a guest
speaker, Della Oberhoffner, come to speak about
the Domestic Abuse Society. She detailed the important work it does to provide a contact system for
those in abusive domestic situations, to give them
encouragement and advice and when necessary, a
place of refuge, security and comfort. To provide this
accommodation, a safe house was established with
suites for up to four families at one time. As Della
explained, the on-going maintenance of this refuge,
to keep the family units attractively and comfortably
furnished requires considerable, consistent funding.
To provide this financial resource, the Society decided to open a thrift store, staffed by volunteers. Donations of good-quality used goods would be solicited
throughout the Archdiocese and local communities.

As always, it was a fun-filled evening thanks to
the live music performances by Sweet Max. This
band is amazing and we think many would join
us again for their music alone! Our guest speaker, Henry Waldock, delivered a very compelling
speech; a poignant account of the true and horrific nature of domestic violence and the challenging decisions women face. While difficult to
digest, his explanation shed light on the severity
of the issue of domestic abuse especially after
victims have left their abusers. We are very
grateful for Henry’s address.
We are also grateful for the show of support from
new guests to returning members, from our generous sponsors - Katrina & the Team Personal
Real Estate and the Jim Pattison Foundation,
and to our many tireless volunteers including
Gloria Gausboel, Louise Klaponski, Marsha
Keech and their teams who helped deliver a well
-run event; to Father Tran, the Knights of Columbus and Catholic Women’s League of St. Matthew’s Parish, and the St. Ann’s CWL council for
their time and support; and also a special thank
you to our Emcee, Terry O’Neill and Auctioneer,
Richard Stewart for their flawless presentation.
We enjoyed your presence and are grateful for
your continued support.
We hope you will all join us again for this year’s
Gala.

As the store, aptly named “Thrifter’s Paradise”, was
going to be located in my community of Langley, I
decided this would be an excellent opportunity for
me to volunteer on a weekly basis to help with such
a worthwhile cause. It was some months before the
store was ready to open but I filled out my application and completed the necessary legal requirements
and was given my option to assist with the book sorting and sales. As a former librarian, I was back to my
chosen joy of working with books! The past four
years have seen continued growth and success with
the store and I’m always delighted when I can provide avid readers with the special titles or series they
are searching for. Every week, I look forward to sorting and stocking our Book Nook with the latest donations.
Our St. Nicholas CWL liaison member reports regularly on the ongoing needs and progress of the Society and encourages our members to consider finding
time to volunteer at the store. An expanded roster of
volunteers would greatly assist with filling the time
slots for the hours the store is open, and provide relief for the times some regulars cannot come. We
direct our prayers to our Lady of Good Counsel for
her continued intercession and help to continue this
work of charity.
Mary Jacob
Thrifters’ Paradise Volunteer
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Donations
Reduce. Reuse. Repurpose. Don’t resist the cleaning-bug urge to finally sort out that deep storage closet! Our boutique has become a popular little shop
and is always needing your donations. We are currently looking for kitchenware and small appliances,
pictures and home décor, men and women’s clothing,
shoes and jewelry, books, art and craft supplies,
blankets and bedding, etc.
Please consider bringing your gently used items to
our store during store hours.
Nestled in the heart of historic downtown Langley
and surrounded by many other boutiques, cafes and
galleries, we have created a little shop of treasures
with fabulous new finds everyday. It’s definitely worth
a visit!

JOIN OUR TEAM! Stop in to say hello and pick up
an application or call our Store Liaison, Maureen if
you have any questions. 604.514.7001. Our volunteers typically come in for 4hr shifts once each week.

Whether you’re shopping, donating, or volunteering,
you can take pride in knowing you’re supporting victims of domestic abuse in many ways - 100% of proceeds generated through our store benefit the services and programs of Domestic Abuse Services including our Help Line and Eva’s House.

Thrifters’ Paradise Store
Seniors (55+) Day,
30%+ discount every Wednesday!
ALL proceeds from donations and sales at
Thrifters’ Paradise support the services and programs provided by Domestic Abuse Services.

Domestic Abuse Services Help Line: 604.640.7549 or 1.888.833.7733
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ple who display boundless energy, availability, organization and positive attitude. In summary, the rewards
I have received from volunteering at Thrifter's Paradise far exceed what I bring on a weekly basis. My
hope is that the success of the Domestic Abuse Service - Our Lady of Good Counsel Society can continue to rely on the dedication of its volunteers.

Perspective

Volunteering at Thrifter's Paradise provides a small
way for me to give back to my community for the
many blessings I have received and in recognition of
the great need to help not only the financially unfortunate find affordable clothing and household items but
also to ultimately and primarily assist domestic abuse
victims with safe shelter, friendship and a foundation I can't emphasize enough the positive experience I
to move forward. I have experienced the gracious have had in my short term as a volunteer.
giving of many people who bring in lightly used items,
expecting nothing in return except for a friendly
Brian Doyle
greeting and a thank you. I enjoy the company of a
Thrifters’ Paradise Volunteer
very friendly and time-generous staff team. It is interesting getting to know the other volunteers, who
come from a wide variety of backgrounds, all with
something special to offer.
It's especially inspiring to work alongside a very dedicated, knowledgeable and friendly management cou

Help Line

AGM 2020

Are you being abused? Not sure if it is
abuse? Have questions? Wondering what
your options are?

Join us!
Our Annual General Meeting
will be held on
March 10th, 7pm at:
St. Clare of Assisi
2888 Delahaye Drive, Coquitlam

Our Help Line provides victims of abuse a means to
speak freely about their ordeal with a kind and nonjudgmental listener. The line is open 10am to 10pm
365 days a year. If you wish to speak with someone,
we encourage you to call our Help Line at
604.640.7549 or (toll free) 1.888.833.7549.

Don’t forget to renew your 2020
memberships before the AGM so
you can participate!

Help Line Volunteers

Nominations for Board Members
are currently being accepted.

Volunteers of our Help Line go through a training session to learn about the signs and nuances of domestic
abuse, discover how to help callers, and provide resources that may be of use to them. It is a comprehensive 6-session course, covers sensitive material,
and can require a strong heart. However, the benefits
to both the caller and the operator can be life changing and very rewarding.

We wish to acknowledge our advocates at the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver,
Allstar Group of Companies,
And Pacific Coastcom

Help Line volunteers work from the comfort of their
own home and choose their own schedule. Both the
caller and the volunteer’s phone numbers and identity
are kept strictly confidential. The volunteer schedule
offers flexibility and a typical commitment includes
4hrs per week.

for their very generous support towards our cause. It
is with their contributions we are able to make significant changes to the lives of so many families. Thank If you are interested finding out more about this posiyou and thanks as well to our valued members, CWL tion or want to put your name on the training waitlist,
and KofC councils who make it possible for us to
please contact our operations manager, Agnes at
continue our work!
604.585.6688 or
operationsmgr@domesticabuseservices.ca.

Domestic Abuse Services Help Line: 604.640.7549 or 1.888.833.7733
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