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D ome st ic A b us e S e r v i c es
Our Lady of Good Counsel Society

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

WE’RE MOVING
OUR OFFICE TO
SURREY!

Look for the
information on page 6
for our new phone
number and address.

What an exciting time to become
president of Domestic Abuse Services –
OLGCS. My first few months in the
chair has seen the leasing of new office
space in Surrey and the hiring of a new
Operations Assistant, Milena Cerin.

Shocking Facts

must also move to a larger office. Our
new office is located at 201 – 14045 –
104 Avenue in Surrey. This office space
will allow us to house another family at
Eva’s House, bring our full time
Operations Coordinator, Anne D’cruz
at the Eva’s House office and the St.
Pat’s office under one roof, provide for a
board room, and eventually, a drop-in
centre.
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It is with mixed emotions that we say
goodbye to St. Pat’s and Fr. Hawkswell,
and all the wonderful, and supportive
staff there. They will be truly missed.
But for the Society to move forward, we

I would also like to welcome aboard our
new part-time Operations Assistance,
Milena Cerin. Milena will be assisting
Anne and the Board of Directors in the
smooth operation of the Society and
Eva’s House.
We also welcome Angelina Stiglich to
the Board of Directors as recording
(continued on page 2)

“Eva’s Place has been a light in what has
been one of the darkest times in my life. My
children and I had to flee our home and we found safe
refuge at Eva’s Place. Thank you so much for allowing us
to call Eva’s Place home; a pillow to rest our heads for a
short but wonderful time. While my time at Eva’s Place has
come to an end I will always cherish the time and memories
we have made here. I will miss the little house called
Eva’s Place. Thank you and best wishes always!”

Contributors
Janet Kilby
Indira Menezes
Maureen Fadum
Helen Low
Anne D’Cruz
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(President’s Report continued)

secretary. Angelina was one of the
models in our November 2011 Gala
Fashion Show and brings years of
CWL experience to the Board.
Angelina also serves on the
Archdiocesan CWL council and we
are very grateful that this busy lady
has come forward to volunteer her
time with DAS.
With another generous donation from
Project Advance we have been able to
replace the windows at Eva’s House
with energy efficient ones which has
noticeably reduced our heating costs.

I would like to express my sincere
appreciation to our past-president,
Michele Smillie, for her continuing
support and guidance in my new
position as president.
Thanks to all of you for your
continued support of DAS –
OLGCS, be it financially, spiritually,
or through donation of goods. We
couldn’t do it without you.

DID YOU KNOW?
Between November 2010 October 2011 - 49 applicants
were assessed for suitability. We
were only able to accept 12
families, consisting of 13 ladies
and 22 children. The average
length of stay has been 58
days.

May Our Lady of Good Counsel
bless you.
Janet Kilby
President

2012 – 2014 Board of Directors
President: Janet Kilby
Past-President: Michele Smillie
Vice-President: Ramona Soares
Treasurer: Sameera Fernandes
Recording Secretary: Angelina Stiglich
CWL Liaison: Afra Nootebos
Communications: Karen Lopez
Education: Helen Low
Fundraising: Indira Menezes
Fundraising/Special Projects: Maureen Fadum
Volunteer Coordinator: Leonie Channon
Member at Large: Elaine Moonen
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• BC has the second highest
rate of women (9%)
reporting violence in Canada
• Lack of space for women or
their families resulted in over
6,000 women being turned
away from Transition
Houses in 2008/09
• Across BC, there are
approximately 10 shelter
beds for every 100,000
women
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING RECAP
The 2012 DAS Annual General Meeting was held on February 1, 2012 at St. Patrick’s Parish. At
the end of the meeting, the Board of Directors expressed their most sincere appreciation to
Michele Smillie and Mavis Toovey for their dedication and years of service on the DAS Board
of Directors, and presented them with bouquets of flowers.
Michele first joined the Board in 2006 as recording secretary and in 2008 became VicePresident. However, after one month was quickly elevated to President. Michele served for two
terms (4 years) as President during which time she facilitated the purchase and start-up of Eva’s
House. Not an easy feat. Now as Past-President, Michele continues to provide knowledge and
guidance to the Board for which we are extremely grateful.
After many years of service to the Society and as a member of the Board of Directors, Mavis
Toovey has retired. Mavis has been a member of DAS since the beginning as a volunteer on the
help line. She joined the Board of Directors in 2004 as Direct Services chair, and in later years
assisted with the Volunteer Training Program. Although Mavis has retired from the Board of
Directors, her dedication has not, and she continues to serve the Society as a volunteer on the
help line.
Thank you Michele and Mavis for your years of dedication and continuing support of Domestic
Abuse Services – Our Lady of Good Counsel Society.
Janet Kilby
President
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Taken at the ONE Conference, held in Canada Place Convention
Centre in February 2012.

EDUCATION UPDATE
Anyone who has attended a DAS presentation or a workshop has been exposed to the healthy
EQUALITY Wheel and the abusive wheel of POWER AND CONTROL.
This spring, high-school students and volunteers–in-training were introduced to an interactive
version of both these wheels, thus allowing for greater dialogue and a deeper understanding of
how men and women, both young and old, should and should not behave.
In reflecting on the two workshops held at Holy Cross High School, Stephanie Nguyen, a Peer
Counsellor notes that The Holy Cross Peer Counselors group was established in spring of 2011 to
facilitate a domestic abuse workshop that was eventually presented to the Grade 10 students at
their retreat in February, 2012. During the 3-hour workshops, the various forms of abuse, the
recognition of abusive behaviors, the need to reach out for help if one is in an abusive relationship,
(continued on page 6)
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STEPPING OUT FUNDRAISER SUCCESS!
Our fashion show and fundraising event was a great success bringing in just under $10,000 for
the society. Thank you to all 300 DAS supporters who attended and to the many CWL councils
who donated gift baskets and items for the silent auction..
It was a fun filled afternoon with special thanks to Suzannes’s of Scotsdale Centre in Delta who
provided the fashions, Laura Lynn Tyler Thompson our very entertaining and inspirational
guest commentator and of course the lovely models who stepped out in fashion and gave us a
wonderful show!
Many thanks to all who attended and supported this fundraising event!
generosity and support and are grateful that you always come through!

We count on your

Maureen Fadum
Fundraising/ Special Projects

If you or someone you know needs help, call us confidentially at:

DOMESTIC ABUSE HELPLINE
(604) 640 7549

or

1 888 833 7733
(out of town)
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GOOD-BYE FR.
HAWKSWELL

Our mo
ve
will be c
omplete
by the e
nd of
May
(Education Update continued)

and the importance of healthy relationships were highlighted and
these were discussed, discussed, and discussed! As the components of
Power and Control wheel, the abuse skits, and the short movie A Love
That Kills were discussed, the impact of the harm of abuse,
particularly that of cyber-bullying which stems from social
networking, hit home. Stephanie states that the workshops were very
successful; it was successful for the peer counselors for student
participation was extensive and for the Grade 10 students who
gained valuable information about domestic abuse.

After five years as Chaplain
of DAS, it is time to say
good-bye to Fr. Vincent
Hawkswell. Thank you Fr.
Hawkswell for all your
support not only spiritually,
but with patience,
understanding,
encouragement, and most of
all humour.
We will truly miss you.

At the ONE Conference which the Archdiocese of Vancouver held at the Canada Place Convention
Centre in February, these two wheels were also featured. Many stopped by the DAS table to take a look
at them and to pick up print versions of the same. This conference provided us with the opportunity for
greater exposure within the Catholic community, so we hope to participate again in the next one.

Helen Low
Education Committee Chair
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Get out your walking shoes, gather a list of
supporters to fill your pledge sheet, form a team
or go solo and join us for our next fundraising
event!
We are currently in the planning stages for a
Walkathon and barbecue to be held this Fall. We
want to make it fun, active and of course
financially successful so stay in touch with our
webpage for details and dates!
We are always looking for volunteers to be on
our planning committee or just help out with
detail work. Email me at mgfadum@shaw.ca
and get on board!
Maureen Fadum
Fundraising/ Special Projects

POSITIVE OUTCOMES IN DOMESTIC ABUSE
It is hard to link the word “positive” to something
as extreme and complicated as domestic abuse,
however there is hope. We at DAS-OLGCS do
in fact recommend that our wonderful donors,
members and volunteers enter into our Society
with the mindset that we absolutely make a
positive difference to the suffering victims of

abuse. The gradual rehabilitation of the abuser,
the victim and their children is made possible
when multi-layered agencies of the community
like law-enforcement, social services, and health
care work together to achieve the same goals.
The first responders to the victim’s call, law
enforcement, are now equipped with policies that
help them remove the blame from the victim and
make the offender accountable. Criminal and
justice systems have also changed and are geared
to keeping victims and their children safe.
Offenders are court-ordered into educational
groups or into therapy if the case requires it.
This approach has changed in just the last decade
or so when abuse was treated by these agencies as
a “family matter” with a hands off attitude.
DAS-OLGCS is the other important social
services link which provides advocacy and
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education prevention prog rams to the
community; and, to the victims, a safe shelter and
resources through our helpline and Facilities
Coordinator.
It is at Eva’s house however, where your donation
dollars are positively impacting the most as
victims always arrive in financial dire straits
which is one of the greatest obstacles to their
rehabilitation. In addition to this, victims often
lack specialized skills, education, and training
that are necessary to find gainful employment,
and also may have several children to support. It
is you, the donor and you the volunteer who
stands between them and a return to their
tormentor.
We hope and pray you will continue to support
our Society. Thank you for your past support
and God bless you.
Indira Menezes
Fundraising/Grants

Enclosed is my donation to Domestic Abuse Services
Name: _____________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
___________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________
Email: ______________________________________
Donation Amount: ______________
I would also like to renew my membership
!

(please complete attached membership form)
Tax Receipts will be issued for donations. Please mail to:
DOMESTIC ABUSE SERVICES - Our Lady of Good Counsel Society
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